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SUBJECT: SOVIET OIL SHALE INDUSTRY 

REF: LENINGRAD 2125 

1 . SHALE PLAYS ONLY A MINOR ROLE IN TOTAL SOVIET 
ENERGY OUTPUT ACCOUNTING FOR 0.7 PERCENT IN 
1970 AND 1975 ON STANDARD FUEL EQUIVALENT BASIS. 
PRODUCTION WAS 24.3 AND 34.5 MILLION METRIC TONS, 
RESPECTIVELY. LESLIE DIENES IN PROBLEMS OF COMMUNISM 
SEPT-OCT 1977 PROJECTS SHALE PRODUCTION FOR 1980 AND 
1990 AT 44 MMT (15 MT SF) AND 65 MMT (22 MT SF) 
RESPECTIVELY; AGAIN, LESS THAN ONE PERCENT OF TOTAL 
IN BOTH CASES. 

2. IN ESTONIA, HOWEVER, SHALE IS THE MAJOR SOURCE OF 
FUEL FOR ELECTRIC POWER. ESTONSKAYA GRES HAS BEEN 
OPERATING SINCE 1968 AND PROVIDES 60 PERCENT OF 
POWER FOR ESTONIA. ANOTHER SHALE-BURNING PLANT 
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ACCOUNTS FOR ANOTHER 30 PERCENT. ESTONSKAYA POWER- 
PLANT HAS PRODUCED MORE THAN 170 BILLION KWH OF 
ELECTRIC POWER FROM SHALE, FREEING UP THE EQUIVALENT 
OF 70 MILLION TONS OF STANDARD FUEL, ACCORDING TO JULY 
31 PRAVDA ARTICLE. THIS INDICATES AN ENERGY OUTPUT 
OF 2400 KWH/TON COMPARED TO 3100 KWH/TON FOR ONE COAL 
BURNING PLANT IN THE U.S.. SUGGESTING THAT ESTONIAN 
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SHALE MAY NOT BE PARTICULARLY RICH FUEL. 

3. LATEST EDITION OF VOLUME HI OF THE MINERALS 
YEARBOOK AVAILABLE AT EMBASSY IS 1974. ON OIL SHALE 
IN U.S.S.R. IT SAYS (P990), QUOTE. MINABLE OIL SHALE 
RESERVES, CONFINED TO DEPOSITS IN ESTONIA, 

LENINGRAD OBLAST' AND THE VOLGA REGION, AMOUNTED TO 
OVER 5 BILLION TONS OF STANDARD FUEL EQUIVALENT 

(16.7 BILLION TONS). THE LARGEST OIL SHALE RESERVES ARE 
IN ESTONIA. THE PRODUCTION OF OIL SHALE INCREASED FROM 
31.1 MILLION IN 1973 TO AN ESTIMATED 33 MILLION TONS IN 
1974. OUTPUT OF OIL SHALE MAY POSSIBLY REACH 34 MILLION 
TONS IN 1975 AND 38 MILLION TONS IN 1980. OVER TWO- 
THIRDS OF THE EXTRACTED SHALE IN THE U.S.S.R. IS BURNED 
AT THE PRIBALTIYSKAY AND ESTONSKAY THERMAL ELECTRIC 
POWERPLANTS. THE REMAINDER IS PROCESSED INTO FURNACE 
OIL, GASOLINE, FUEL GAS, PHENOLS, AND AROMATIC HYDRO- 
CARBONS. OIL SHALE IS ALSO USED IN COMMERCIAL EVERYDAY 
NEEDS. THE WORLD S BIGGEST POWERPLANT IN TALLIN FUELLED 
BY OIL SHALE HAS REACHED A CAPACITY OF 1,600,000 KILOWATS. 
THE MAIN CENTER OF PRODUCTION AS IN PRIOR YEARS, WAS THE 
ESTONIAN S.S.R. WHERE OUTPUT TOTALED OVER 27 MILLION TONS 
IN 1974 AND IS EXPECTED TO BE 28 MILLION TONS IN 1975. 

THERE WERE EIGHT UNDERGROUND MINES AND FOUR OPEN PITS 
IN ESTONIA IN OPERATION IN 1974. THE NO. 3 MINE AT KIISA 
IN THIS REPUBLIC WAS PUT INTO OPERATION IN 1974. INITIAL 
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OUTPUT OF THE MINE WILL BE 1 .5 MILLION TONS A YEAR; FULL 
CAPACITY OF 5 MILLION TONS IS TO BE REACHED IN 1977. 
UNQUOTE. 

4. SEPTEL FOLLOWS ON OTHER ASPECTS OF PARA 2 OF REFTEL. 
TOON 
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